


No airplane pilot had ever flown higher than Francis Gary 
Powers. 

And, when his plane was shot down in Russia, no man’s 
reputation ever sank lower. 

Branded a “coward” and a “traitor,” Powers has never 
before answered his critics. Now. ten years later, he gives 
his account of what really happened over Russia on May 
1, 1960. And in Washington, D.C., during the troubled 
days that followed. 

• Did the U.S. Go> ernment “plant" the U-2 with the 
intention of having it caught? 

• Was Powers supposed to kill himself if captured? 

• How was Khrushchev able to trap Eisenhower into 
lj ing — ami being caught at it? 

• What bit emotionally- known figure may have tipped 
the Kus>inus about the U-2? 

• What did Powers “spill* 5 to the Russians?' 

• Why did it take ten years for Powers to tell the full 
story? 


These are some of the questions Powers answers as he 
reveals the startling details of his training, his mission, his 
trial and imprisonment - and, finally, the crushing criticism 
that greeted his return to America. 

But Powers does more than answer questions. He asks 
some. too. Hard questions that must be answered if 
America is to avoid another incident like U-2. Or Pueblo. 

Ten years ago, Francis Gary Powers shocked the nation. 
His book will do it again. 
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